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The light gleams in the far
distance
Far from our citadel of safety
It shines bright 
It reaches us 
Barely
 
Like moths we scout
For the luminescence 
But the closer we go
The further it gets
It reached us 
Barely
 
We shatter our double-paned
windows
and break down our brick walls
And the light remains still, but
nevertheless poignant and
potent
 
We peer from the corner of our
eyes
As if to pull it closer
just for a moment
But there it goes again
Reaching us
Just barely
 
Attracted and piqued 
We descend, leaving our island
Treading gently on the
glimmering sand of the past
Unsafe, insecure and exposed
 
we quiver in the cold
we blink
gasp
 
and then
 
Darkness
 
 -Ananya Goenka 11A

A maleficent fatale strode through the graveyard,
Searching for the man who was the victim of her coercion.
The modest male who, in her dreams, was starred,
But treachery through greed darkened her affection.
Love has more might than any avarice,
She died to return to the other half of her soul.
Colour seeped in her pale face as she found her sacrifice,
Both beamed with joy as the other's heart they stole.
They leapt together in a warm hug in a beautiful tryst,
The spectators at the graveyard broke into applause.
But the cheated soul pulled apart and disappeared in the mist,
The femme fell on her knees sobbing black pearls because
Betrayals, are the pale misfeatures in the gratified springs,
The uprising of Hades in the world of what Aphrodite brings.
 

CREATIVES The Light

A Breach of Faith

-Kshitig Seth 9C

-Samiksh Jain 10A



-Rhythm Seth 11A

-Angad Kapoor 11A

-Barkha Seth 11A

I hate it
That fear that slithers in
Sinking its fangs deeper
Than the bonds of kith and kin
 
But at the stroke of midnight
Creatures of darkness crawl
Nightmares made flesh
To prey, feed, devour one and all.
 
I despise them
Those faces bent in sneers
Their thoughts dripping venom
Watering my fears
 
For it is man
Who festers in his nest
Dares prowl at night
To prey, feed, devour in jest
 
So I hide away
From their ravenous searching eyes
From claws obeying desire
Taking a new face, a new guise.
 
But I resent it
Yielding in this fight
And where hate meets suffering
A fire begins to ignite.
 
We will not remain silent
We will no longer burn
So hurl away those covers
Rise, your beauty isn’t a curse.

-Barkha Seth 11A
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Collateral Thoughts of the 'Broken' Lot

Written abominations,
Fantastic nominations,
Based upon the thoughts of doctrines and
creative intentions.
All in common simply because of the
mention.
Call us paranoid, broken incessant vents,
Call us inefficient, but you are the one who is
bent.
Why must it be you who seem to be
concerned by our morality?
When you are incoherent at every word,
When you are defeated by every bird who
questions your mortality.
Do not call yourself a mistake, when all you
have learned is to make,
Friendships out of lullabies, then make
friends with shadows and so you cry.
Why do you even try? Don’t you know that all
you are will fry,
In the heat they subject you to, the heat that
you once knew.
Why must you be different then? The one in
the lion’s den.
Is it me? Well this time it is you,
Because of all the things that you did not do,
Do not feel remorse now, for the life you
lead,
This is how.
So be all the difference you like,
But one day you too will be alike.

 

-Vrinda Das 10B



A Girl in this World 
Why is it that men play cricket, but women play “women’s cricket”? Years after gender equality
has been introduced into sport, women’s sport has been treated as a separate entity. Sports
bring us together, yet such separations exist everywhere. Look at Dutee Chand, who was
subject to humiliation just because she didn’t “look like a woman”. This begs us to ask the
question, what does it mean to be a woman in sport?
 
All sportspeople train day and night, driven by an unexplainable urge to be better than who
we were yesterday. There is immense pressure on us from coaches, peers and society. That is
part of what keeps us going, especially as a sportswoman in India, where the concept of an
ideal woman is far from reality. As I got older, I noticed more and more people questioning my
choice to continue swimming. There is always that lingering pressure to act the way people say
we should. But, to be a sportswoman is to continually defeat this pressure and keep up the
constant commitment and sacrifice. When you get frustrated, know that you have it in you to
keep shattering every barrier you face.
 
My moment of realisation came last year, where I was in a team with a lot of junior swimmers.
I didn’t think they cared much about my presence on the team except to show them a few
demos on how to dive. Then, one day after a particularly tiring meet, a small girl from my team
came up to me, pulled my hand and said, “I told all my friends that one day I will be exactly like
you and defeat all the boys on our team just like you do.” And boom – there I found my reason
to be. Even though I’m FAR from being the best in the pool, I didn’t realise the impact and
unwritten responsibility I held. 
 
All you sportswomen: you have great power in your hands – the power to inspire. Have faith in
yourself – there is a reason you have achieved what you have. Juniors look up to you, they
idolise you. It is your responsibility to do them justice and inspire a new wave of women.
Inspire them to leave their comfort zone and challenge societal expectations. Inspire them to
be strong, determined, independent and fearless. Inspire them to be who they already are.
 
 

SPORTS

-Jispa Doshi 11A



“Lionel Messi or Cristiano Ronaldo.” Perhaps the greatest
debate in the history of all sport rages on. These two giants
have been galaxies away from all other players, and this article
is dedicated to this ultimate clash of titans. So, let me start off
by asking- who is the best: Messi or Ronaldo? 
 
First up - goal scoring. When you think Cristiano, you think goal-
machine. With a monumental 725 goals in 1000 appearances,
the Portuguese has a goal ratio of 0.725. He has consistently
scored week in and week out for over a decade, but only one
man has done it with greater consistency- with 697 goals in 856
appearances, the Barcelona man has a whopping goal ratio of
0.814! Messi has also won 6 golden boots compared to
Ronaldo’s 4. And of course, you have to mention his absurd
world record of scoring 91 goals in a calendar year! However,
the “clutchness” of goals is a major factor. Although in the
earlier parts of this decade, Messi was the “bigger big game
player” out of the two, right now it is safe to say Ronaldo shows
up in big games with much greater frequency. 
 
Our second criterion deals with the other components of an
attacker’s game: dribbling, assists, chance creation, key passes,
etc. In this realm, Messi is the absolute king. He has the most
assists and dribbles in recorded history. The Argentine has, in
recent years, taken up the role of a scintillating playmaker for
his teams. One player having won the golden boot the most
number of times along with the playmaker’s award is just
unreal.
 
 
 

A Decade of

Dominance



Now, if Messi dominates in all these categories and can play
many roles, why is there still a debate? Two words:
“International trophy”. The international paradigm is a key
factor in this clash. The ‘deal breaker’ for many football fans is
that Ronaldo has international trophies while Messi does not.
Messi has carried his team to 3 consecutive major trophy finals,
including the World Cup finals in 2014, but was not able to hand
his team the razor edge when they absolutely needed it. And
so, the argument goes on. Messi is more magical and
technically superior in his vision, while Ronaldo is more
dynamic and decisive. Ronaldo has the bigger fanbase, but
Messi is the greatest for many managers and football legends.
Ronaldo has won the PL thrice, but Messi has better stats
against the top 6 English clubs. Messi has the World Cup Golden
Ball and the Copa America POTY, but Ronaldo has the Euro and
Nation’s League trophies. The debate Does. Not. End. As a
Messi fanatic myself, I would’ve loved to believe that winning his
6th Ballon d’Or would put an end to this rivalry. But it’s so much
more than that. 15 years, 11 Ballon d’Ors, 9 UCL’s, 15 League
Titles, over 50 trophies, over 1400 goals, and 2 names. These
are two names that’ll be immortal in history.

 
-Dhruva Sankhe 11A

https://en.as.com/en/2019/10/30/football/1572424469_548938.html



Polls
Q1. How have you spent most of your self-isolation days?

Q2. Your favourite bingewatch

Q.3 What is a phrase you've heard the most



Q4. What is the first thing you will do after lockdown ends

Q5. What is the one thing you miss about school

Q6. Which excuse have you used the most 



Q7. If you could become a superstar during quarantine, who would you be?

Q8. If you were a mask, what would you be called

- Adya R



Q10. Tell us a hilarious Microsoft Teams story.
Answer 1: Was just casually scrolling through WhatsApp rejoicing the fact that
me and my friends are so damn funny. Little did I know I was on screen the
whole time. Another time I was on a call with my friend and their mic was not
muted so they could hear me talking through the phone but not him!
Our response to answer 1: What?! You have the audacity to use other devices
during sacred school time. You deserve the wrath you faced. Shame on you. 
Answer 2: I was dancing, like straight vibing, only to realise my camera was on.
The entire class saw me, and finally the teacher called me out. Most
embarrassing moment ever!
Our response to answer 2: Honestly speaking, what is the purpose of having a
life in times like these where one doesn’t channel their inner Michael Jackson.
Own your moves… Even if you are removed from the meeting. Beat it!

Q11: If you could have an unlimited supply of something for the rest of
lockdown, what would it be and why?
Answer 1: Work to do, because I am so bored that I actually miss having homework
and deadlines… 
Our response to answer 1: Living under a rock, is what we would call your
accusation. We dare you to do a TOK presentation, 6 tests, 6 assignments, 40 CAS
reflections and prepare for your school exams in under a month. Oh guess what, we
took this dare and we are currently at a 5/42 in our IB semester. Wow. We appreciate
your will to communicate the lack of challenges. And if you really miss them that
much, please feel free to talk to your seniors, we love sharing our work :)
Answer 2: Superglue and little bit of gunpowder and maybe a magical fish and it's
none of your business why.
Our response to answer 2: Thank you for that. Clearly, we will stay out of it. 

Q9. Tell us the weirdest thing you are doing to stay sane.
Answer 1: Drawing on my legs with a permanent marker.
Our response to answer 1: Aaaah that’s smart! It is a tattoo permanent enough to
last for a while without  any actual commitment. Use the logic for anything-
relationships, friends or even the significance of TOK .
Answer 2: I legit just noticed that in one pack of grains there are 5346 grains and in
the other there were 5351 grains. Hmmmm.. Interesting!
Our response to answer 2: We say this with utmost respect. A life is something that
is needed in this case.

As you know, we started a new section that required you to give your opinions
and answers to some pressing questions. We were overwhelmed by your witty
and hilarious responses, so much so that we were challenged to choose the 2
best responses.



SATIRE
A Day in the Life - Quarantine Edition

“Miss/Sir my WiFi isn’t working so I can’t hear/see anything, is it okay if I keep my
camera off/leave and rejoin?”  -  this is accompanied by voice cracks, frozen
screens and utter silence for the remainder of the lesson.
“I am using a secondary device, is this okay?” - followed by the inevitable “No” and
subsequent repositioning that always includes awkward closeups, exposés of
shorts/night suit bottoms, and phones precariously balanced against assorted
objects. 
“Why are all of your cameras off?” - the usual response to this is the most rapid
wardrobe change recorded off-Broadway, the shoving aside of snacks, and the
selection of a video overlay that hides the mess of clothing/books/blankets
behind you before you  incongruously click on the video button. If you need a
faster solution, you can always choose the most unflattering angle of yourself,
which is just your face with your laptop looking directly up your chin, in order to
disguise the aforementioned hindrances. 

It’s 8:15 AM, and your eyes are still heavy as you hurriedly change into the school
shirt and plop down in front of your desk. Your breakfast is inconspicuously placed
next to your laptop, and as the familiar purple notification arrives in the top right-
hand corner of your screen, you hope that you can grab a few bites in the next two
hours. 
Break is reserved for your actual morning routine— showering, finishing breakfast,
hastily scanning and uploading homework sheets. Classes have never felt this long,
and with the new Teams update, there’s no hope of switching off your camera to
take a quick snooze. Every single class is characterised by: 

 
Once school gets over, the successive nap knocks you out cold, and when you wake
up, you are either hyper-productive (baking and Chloe Ting workouts all the way), or
quite possibly the most unproductive you have ever been (potato chips seem
particularly appetizing right now, maybe it’s about time you downloaded TikTok).
Family time started out with board games and discussions about the future, but has
now evolved into just vibing with each other. All time is family time now. 
 
Sometimes, there are Zoom calls with your friends, and they always descend into
either dadaistic rambling (complete with quality quarantine memes) or
philosophising. This is only after you get over the initial awkwardness of “What’s
up?”/”What’s new?”/”Give me gossip” and you have to scramble around the fact that
absolutely nothing has changed since you last spoke 2 hours ago... or was it 2 weeks
ago? Time holds no value anymore. Every night you go to bed at 11 PM, and
somehow end up sleeping at 2 AM, eyes so used to the cold white light of your
screen that they refuse to shut down. You consider descending into the blackhole of
TikTok/YouTube/Reddit/movies from the late 2000s to early 2010s, and somewhere
in the middle you fall asleep, ready to miss 4 alarms and start the next day. 

-Khushi Vora 11



SpOOf AdvICe

I am in trouble with the administration for not submitting an
assignment due on something called ‘last Tuesday’. How do I explain
to them that lockdown has obliterated all conception of time itself?
 
This ‘Tuesday’ of which they speak is truly an outdated concept for the
apocalypse we currently inhabit. Sadly, many of the older generation still
find comfort in things called ‘clocks’ and ‘calendars’. I would suggest calmly
writing them a thoughtful email describing how the days have all blended
together into a khichdi-like heap only punctuated by Zomato emailing you
its good wishes during these strange and uncertain times. Do not be
perturbed if this results in further scolding– now that Corona has cancelled
all your hobbies you should have plenty of time to catch up on schoolwork. 

My building has been sealed off due to 3 COVID cases in the flat
above. How do I cope with my feelings of loneliness and fear?

 
Confinement is always difficult. We sympathize with the immense fomo

you must feel viewing Instagram stories where everyone else seems to be
going on crazy adventures to the building gate to collect bhaji. At this

impressionable age, it is important not to feel peer pressured by mad lads
who go as far as visiting the grocery store or car mechanic. Drink lots of
water, eat healthy, wash your hands, and scream ‘Go Corona Go’ every

night at midnight– soon you’ll be able to visit Godrej Nature Basket
wearing winged eyeliner and the gorgeous gown you bought for the

farewell you never had. 

-Inika Murkumbi 12

I accidentally left my GDC in school before Spring Break started. As my
IGCSEs have been cancelled and I have never lived an unscheduled day in
my life, I wanted to use lockdown to prep for IB Math. How do I retrieve
my GDC for a fun-filled Calculus spree?
 
The only solution is a heist. During Coronatime, no one will question someone
wearing a hazmat suit. To make a DIY hazmat suit, simply staple a bunch of
plastic bags to your clothes, write ‘Lean Mean COVID Fighting Machine’ on your
back, and put on a mask (the Halloween variety will do). Haters will say that
you are likely to get arrested and/or injure yourself with the staple pins. But if
you’re putting this much effort into recreational math then you probably
deserve it.



In light of the US presidential elections, one particular social media moment comes to mind - a video
showing House speaker Nancy Pelosi slurring through a speech as though drunk. The video went viral and
was even retweeted by President Trump.
 
But it never really happened.
 
Ms. Pelosi was a victim of a “deepfake” - a manipulated graphic artificial intelligence to make
fabricated images or sounds that are highly realistic. Deepfakes are made by feeding loads of
footage and pictures of the “target” person to a computer, so that it can identify and copy their
facial and sound characteristics. It then refines the results till they resemble the original. Deepfakes
can also create completely new people with unique voices.
 
Due to their immense potential, deepfake development has skyrocketed recently. They can be used
to recreate important historical moments like speeches and assassinations. This could be used in
educational institutions across the world to make history more interactive and fascinating for
students. In the reel world, deepfakes can be utilised to make dubs in an actor’s original voice, and
convincing sequels. As was seen in Solo: A Star Wars Story (for those unlucky enough to see it),
Harrison Ford’s face from the original series was used for some scenes.
 
But while all of these applications are prone to ignite starry-eyed visions for the future, it’s
important to realise that deepfakes are ticking time-bombs unless regulated.
 
While deepfake technology is sophisticated, they are becoming incredibly easy to make. Some apps
like Doublicat can already deepfake GIFs. For more sophisticated developers, companies like
NVIDIA provide abundant public software tools. So theoretically, any individual with a computer,
Internet and some dedication could make their own fake content.
 
Think about this - it’s possible to make videos of major world leaders declaring war, or audio clips
that attack reputed individuals. Malicious disinformation can spread rapidly, through videos like
the one of Mark Zuckerberg admitting to controlling the data of thousands of people. Deepfakes
are also incredibly difficult to detect, which has scary implications. At some point, we will have to
assume that every piece of our entire virtual universe could be fake. While this sounds like
something out of a dystopian novel, it’s likely in the not-so-distant future.
 
Our society is not only immersed in technology, but also heavily reliant on it. There is no denying
that there is a place for deepfakes in our technological arsenal. But they are a double-edged sword,
where the side facing us is substantially sharper. Currently, there’s no way to reign in the
destructive powers that deepfakes possess and the probability of this happening in the future is
low. And until then, there’s no real way of knowing whether anything online is the truth.

Is the future fake?

-Ishaan Goel 11



“After working at Silicon Valley for several years, I thought I would retire, but I began working

at a school. Six years later, I was pleased to receive the world-famous welcome here at DAIS.

My job as Director of Technology entails everything inside and outside the classroom. Our

goal from the beginning of the year has been EdTech – the integration of technology in

education from lower grades all the way up to the higher grades. Several problems needed

to be addressed since there were no school given emails for students, and it was a challenge

for teachers to download softwares. But the COVID situation was a catalyst for change. This

humongous change was a necessity, otherwise learning couldn’t continue. I think one of our

successes in setting up MS Teams was definitely how quickly we got everyone on board.

Everyone was quick to understand the situation and there was no debate or discussion

regarding the decided platform. We faced a few challenges with our school’s Bring Your Own

Device policy which led to different people using different devices. Several technical

difficulties such as trojans, video game pop ups etc. had to be dealt with and we needed a

platform that was secure. Now, I believe we have seen tremendous success – each student

has a school-given email address and one terabyte of storage on their Teams account, which

can last the entirety of their school life. Today, we are one of the few schools globally to

keep students in synchronous classes and I hope this forward momentum keeps up in the

future. Even once schools open up, I hope that tools like exam.net are adopted into the

testing system. I also hope we can record sessions in the future too as it provides a

wonderful benefit to students who can review class material at their leisure.” 

HUMANS OF DAIS
This Issue: Mr. Marc Bradley, Director of Technology



Space Force is a Netflix original comedy series, created by the same group of people
behind The Office and Parks and Recreation. The series is a satire of President Donald
Trump’s unveiling of a new branch of the United States Military, Space Force. The highly
anticipated show, created by Greg Daniels and Steve Carell, follows Mark Naird, played
by Carrell, a four-star Air Force General who, after his promotion, is put in charge of the
Space Force and the journey of him and his staff as they attempt to fulfil the promise of
Space Force. It stars Steve Carrell, John Malkovich, Ben Schwartz, and Lisa Kudrow
among others. 
 
 The cast and creators have set themselves a very high bar, and, while the trailer and
premise are pretty good, I didn’t want to get ahead of myself. Having seen the show,
I’m really glad I did, because my measured expectations were absolutely met. 
 Season 1 of Space Force is pretty good no matter which way I slice it. It’s a very
different show from the aforementioned mega-hits of Greg Daniels Incorporated. It is a
workplace comedy, so you could argue that the fundamentals come from the same
place, but the size and scale of Space Force, not to mention a slight production budget
hike from a mockumentary style, gives it a definitively different feel. The characters and
their quirks are still the main sources of comedy, but we’re not in Pawnee anymore. 
 
 It’s a pretty damn well performed show. A combo of nice writing and really very good
performances from those actors ended up giving me a laundry list of characters that,
without having the most depth or development in the world, were always good for the
laugh and plenty likable. Naird himself is a slightly more complicated situation. Carrell
is the most notably strong performance the whole way through. My slight issue comes
up when the question becomes one of the character’s consistency. He starts as a
seemingly irrational guy whose comedy comes from his incompetence. After the
second or third episode of the show, he becomes a much better man, smarter, more
sincere and well-meaning. One could chalk that down to character growth, but it came
with little to no trigger. The change is good, but inconsistent from a writer’s
perspective. Speaking of Naird, his family life is one of the weaker aspects of the show.
Not all of it’s poor, but is rather, on the whole, underdeveloped. 
 
 One other crucial aspect which I thought was pretty cool was the largely tangential way
they deal with Trump. While there is some POTUS-dropping in there, it was done much
more subtly than it could have been, and I for one was really impressed with the way
they handled him and his rhetoric. 
 
 All in all, I really enjoyed Space Force. It’s not the holy grail of comedy television, which
I think those disappointed probably expected going into it, but it’s a solid foundation,
considering an ending that begs for a second season. Something to keep in mind as
well is that both The Office and Parks have comparatively poor first seasons. If we’re in
for a similar trend, Space Force will be a glorious show one day. For now, Season 1 was
pretty good, enjoyable, solid entertainment, and enough to get me excited for more to
come. 

SPACE FORCE MOVIE REVIEW 
- Aman Datta, AD’s Film Reviews

This review has been shortened in house by Perspectives. To read the full review check
out - https://adsfilmreviews.com/



Recommendations from
the team

Movies: Legally Blonde 
Elle Woods is underestimated based on her appearance and her interests. Yes, she
likes getting her nails done and is heavily invested in pink clothes and high heels, but
she also has a high IQ, integrity and a sense of justice.
You can like nail polish and also be capable of reading an erudite book about the
nuances of law. Intelligence and fashion are not mutually exclusive. Expressing
yourself through traditionally feminine means is not a sign of weakness – not even if
it comes in the form of a pink, scented CV. She refuses to let other people’s low
opinions and stereotypes of her stop her from achieving – in fact, it’s the criticism
and dismissive nature of her detractors that galvanises her to do better.
Defying stereotypes, Elle battles misogyny and sexism in style! She learns to believe
in herself and finds out who she is – a fiercely intelligent non-conformist who really
likes the colour pink!
 

TV Show: Gilmore Girls
Gilmore Girls is an America comedy-drama television series, with 7
seasons (all on Netflix.) The show's main focus is on the relationship
between single mother, Lorelai Gilmore, and her daughter Rory, who
live in Stars Hollow, Connecticut, a small fictional town filled with
colorful characters. The series explores issues of family, romance,
education, friendship, disappointment, and ambition, along with
generational divides and social class. The latter themes manifest
through Lorelai's difficult relationship with her high society parents,
and Rory's experiences at the elite, private high school Chilton and
later on at Yale University. Overall, my mom and I have enjoyed
binge-watching Gilmore Girls, to relax and unwind with some relatable
comedy after a stressful day!
 
 



Book: The Hate U Give
The Hate U Give is a 2017 young adult novel by Angie Thomas, in reaction to the
racism and police shooting of Oscar Grant. Starr Carter is constantly switching
between two worlds -- the poor, mostly black neighborhood where she lives and the
wealthy, mostly white prep school that she attends. The uneasy balance between
these worlds is soon shattered when she witnesses the fatal shooting of her
childhood best friend at the hands of a police officer. Facing pressure from all sides
of the community, Starr must find her voice and decide to stand up for what's right.
Considering the recent world events, like the murder of George Floyd, this may be a
very relevant and interesting book to read!
 

Music:
Quarantine has transformed my playlist, crowded with very relatable
songs like “Bored in the house” (Tyga). If you ever feel “Lonely”
(Diplo, Jonas Brothers), or even “Supalonely” (BENEE, Gus
Dapperton, make sure you hear “Trampoline” (SHAED, ZAYN) to
immediately lift your mood! Some of my favourite playlists recently
include “Future Nostalgia” by Dua Lipa and “After Hours” by The
Weeknd. They have the right song for every mood during this
quarantine season!
 
 

Recommendations from
the team

https://northwestmontessori.org/chapter-21-boredom/



Talent Search
@rhythmsethphotography- Rhythm Seth- I've
always had a passion for photography. This
page features pictures taken by me on my
phone/DSLR. Go check it out!!

@guitayaan - Ayaan Shah- This page contains
covers of popular rock and metal songs on
guitar performed by me. I try to learn a new
song every two weeks and post it.

@atomic.gorilla - Siddharth Singh -I love
origami! Ever since the age of 8, I've been
practicing the art of paper folding, and now I
put up my paper creations on my Instagram
account for the world to see!

@culinarycreationsbyaanya - Aanya Nanda - I
have always loved food. I make cooking a form
of art, and if you wish to drool over some
mouthwatering meals go check out my
Instagram account.

@xvwriting - Vidusshi Hingad - This blog entails
everything ranging from my opinions to my
recommendations. There is also a mental
health page and a literature recommendation
page.

By: Devavardhan Bajla 11A
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