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The Last Blossoms



Editor's Note

The world lies in imbalance. From the largest rainforests to
the smallest mangroves, ripples of human activity can be
felt throughout nature. While humanity races towards
scientific and social advancement, we have left the
environment abused and degraded to levels hitherto
unheard of. Rising sea levels, scorching temperatures and
a critical depletion of natural resources are all symptoms
of the disease that plagues nature today. 

But why should we care? Sea levels rise and fall regularly,
temperature changes are hardly felt on a day-to-day basis,
and we’re still getting food, air and water. How then, is the
destruction of the environment relevant to us, and why do
we have to sacrifice anything for its prevention? Well,
despite the comfort inaction brings, this school of thought
is detrimental. For today you might be awestruck by the
serene sea, but there will come a day when the same sea
unleashes its wrath. Today you might be marvelling at
nature’s beauty, but there will come a day when that
beauty is a husk of its former self. 

Today you might be having your fill of fresh fruits, but
there will come a day when the vendor’s wares and the
farmer’s land are consistently empty. And on that day,
humanity will truly realise the relevance of nature in our
lives, but alas, it will be too late. 

No, choosing the path of inaction is folly. EcoSpeak
resolutely stands by this philosophy. Awareness is the first
step towards change, as such we are committed to
amplifying students’ voices on pressing environmental
issues.  Through EcoSpeak, we aim to provide an
exposition to the environment, to make you more
cognizant of nature surrounding us. Happy reading!
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Illustration by Rhea Shah, Grade 10



 
 

By Zoya Gupta, Grade 9, Dhirubhai Ambani
International School.

“Look closely at nature. Every species is a masterpiece, exquisitely adapted to the
environment in which it has survived. Who are we to destroy or even diminish

biodiversity. 
-Edward Osborne Wilson 
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BIODEADVERSITY

The earth abounds with various flora and
fauna, each dependent on another in some
intricate manner. Biodiversity refers to the
biological variety and variability of life on
Earth. Biodiversity is what bolsters one
ecosystem during upheavals and causes
another to languish. The Earth’s biodiversity
is so rich that it cannot be scrutinized in its
entirety. However, we can indubitably say
that biodiversity is what keeps life on Earth
afloat. In order to understand the
significance of Biodiversity, we must
assimilate the key features it is predicated
on, these are: 

These three features are intertwined. Biodiversity is enriched when the intertwining between
the features increases. Ecosystem diversity deals with the variations in ecosystems within an
area. For example, the Varzea, Terra Firma and Igapo ecosystems of the Amazon rainforest in
South America. 
Species diversity refers to the various species living in a geographical region. For example, the
presence of the anaconda (Eunectes murinus), the anteater (Vermilingua) and the Jesus lizard
(Basiliscus laurenti) in the Amazon rainforest. Genetic diversity refers to the range of difference
observed in inherited traits within a species. This profound diversity found in the Amazon
rainforest is what imparts such a luxuriant biodiversity to the region. 
Our planet is getting warmer and warmer with each passing day, making it harder for species to
adapt to the acute climatic change. This coerced adaptation weakens numerous species and
gradually causes them to diminish in number. The removal of a single species from an
ecosystem does not lead to its imminent decline but it does have a negative effect on the
biodiversity of a region. As German-American entomologist Thomas Eisner once said,
“Biodiversity is the greatest treasure we have...Its diminishment is to be prevented at all costs.” 

 By Vidyut Iyer, Grade 10, SAS Billabong High School.

Illustration by Praruj Sampat, Grade 12
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In the early 1900s, ethologist H.B. Davis gave 12
raccoons a series of locks to crack.  They had to

navigate hooks, bolts, buttons, latches, and levers, In
the end, the raccoons were able to get past 11 of the 13

mechanisms.
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https://gizmodo.com/in-defense-of-raccoons-1589995941


DROWNING OUR FUTURE IN OUR PAST 
 

Imagine a cheetah: lurking in the dense shadows of the darkest parts of the lush rainforests, the steady glisten
in its eyes the only indication that you had seen it lurking in the thick foliage. Imagine a jellyfish: a bio-
luminescent, glowing orb, its ethereal tentacles swirling in harmony to the rhythmic currents of the water
around it, pulsating metronomically as it surges forward. Imagine a butterfly: enveloping itself in a cocoon, not
the end of its legacy, but the start of a new one. How is this related to biodiversity? 

Sustainability. What better way to be and let be, to live in accordance with one’s natural surroundings in order
to make our world a better, more equitable avatar of itself? The answer is simple. It lies in the formation of a
new future…one that does not involve a repetition of the blunders of the past.  
The past few years have seen quite a lot of hurdles thrown into our path, a path whose final destination is a
cleaner, greener world. Whether it be the analysis by the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
(NOAA) which showed that average global temperatures in 2020 were 1.76 degrees F (0.98 degrees C) warmer
than the 20th-century average — making it the second-hottest year on record - or the daily news that shows
yet another footage of icebergs melting and stranded polar bears, the change starts with us.  
As a race, we have never been more economically advanced and efficient. Each individual's goals seem to be
full of work hours and sacrifice to ensure more and more productivity. “Why do we do this,” you may ask.
Perhaps, we truly want to see mankind become the most advanced, the most efficient species? What good is
all that effort without an equitable habitat to live in? What will all that effort amount to when we inhumanely
slaughter all our species or drive them down the treacherous path to extinction, when the biodiversity
dwindles precariously? 
We have become the definition of unsustainable systems - those that put short-term benefits before long-
term ones. We sacrifice the Earth, the very planet that has sustained us for eons, and now when it's our turn,
it's time to maintain that honour.  
I return to the butterfly analogy to conclude – the path to change does not look forward to advanced
technology, to dystopian inventions, but asks us for the simple favour of metamorphosing our lives, and our
ideals to preserve the mighty legacy of our race as well as the others which have their brink. I would like to end
with a single word to reiterate the essence of this work:  

Sustainability. 
 
By Samika Jain, Grade 9, Dhirubhai Ambani International School.
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Illustrations by DNyamandir VIDYALAYA
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Habitat Loss - As we increase land area for our residential and commercial purposes, we cut down
forests and reclaim land that leads to habitat loss and unnoticed but, gradual extinction of
animals. As per experts, 76% of endemic freshwater species in Lake Victoria are threatened with
extinction. 
Overexploitation - If hunting or fishing is done in excess, beyond the ecosystem’s sustainability
rate, it will lead to depletion and in some cases extinction of aquatic and terrestrial biodiversity.
Research shows that overfishing may decimate `global fish population by 2050. 
Pollution -  In a polluted area, the quality of food, water, or other habitat resources declines,
sometimes to the point where some species must move away or perish if the pressure is too
great. A study that followed the 2010 Deepwater Horizon oil spill in the Gulf of Mexico projected
that perhaps 12 per cent of the brown pelicans and more than 30 per cent of the laughing gulls in
the area hit by the spill had been wiped out. 
Climate change - Change in climate, for example, global warming, leads to changing rainfall
patterns that might affect the natural order of breeding and/or resource availability. According to
statistics, nearly 3 billion animals were killed or displaced by Australia’s devastating bushfire
season of 2019 and 2020. 

Earth has been evolving for over a million years. Complex biological systems have formed, living in
balance with their environment. But due to certain human activities, 60% of the world’s ecosystems
are either degraded or overexploited. Wild animals and plants are at risk of extinction, deforestation is
taking place. Water scarcity, acidification of oceans and land erosions are also part of its impact. 
We ask: “Why is biodiversity so important?” Well, we all know that almost everything we have and use
to live is either directly or indirectly obtained from nature. For our own selfish needs, we are
destroying it, snatching away animals’ homes and plants’ lives. 
Biodiversity is lost in many ways but a few major causes are: 

Ecologists emphasize that habitat loss (typically from the conversion of forests, wetlands, grasslands,
and other natural areas to urban and agricultural uses) and invasive species are the largest causes of
biodiversity loss, but they acknowledge that climate change could rival them as the 21st century
progresses. 
Now don’t get me wrong here, we do need development, but we also have to keep nature in mind and
amongst our top priorities. We can achieve that with the help of ecologists, scientists and experts in
that field. 
On our part, making small contributions towards Mother Earth, like following the 3R’s (Reduce, Reuse,
Recycle), buying sustainable products and preserving our local habitats will over a while help resolve
these issues.     

Nia Agarwal, Grade 8, DAIS 

BIODIVERSITY WIPEOUT
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CROSSWORD

Since my family and I began birding or bird-watching, we’ve spent our
holidays exploring wildlife. This mid-term break, we visited Bharatpur,
Rajasthan, home to Keoladeo National Park - well-known as a retreat for
Sarus Cranes. It was a truly magical experience to witness the nesting of
these magnificent birds. Standing at an impressive height of 6 feet, they
tower over all other flying birds. 

However, due to rapid urbanization and conversion of land for
agriculture, these cranes often settle in rice fields to escape the concrete
cities that have replaced much of their wetland habitat. Threatened by
habitat loss, the Sarus’ population has been on a decline, leaving only
15,000-20,000 in India, majority of which are found in Uttar Pradesh (UP)
where it is a state-bird. A mother lays only 1-2 eggs but both chicks
rarely survive, further increasing the chances of its status shifting from
‘Vulnerable’ on the IUCN Red List to ‘Endangered’ in the future.  
 
Today, farmers provide these birds refuge in their fields as they help in
pest control. Conservation organizations such as WWF have been
striving for their protection by restoring wetlands, spreading awareness
about sustainable agricultural practices among local communities and
establishing the Sarus Crane Conservation Committee in UP. Birders aid
initiatives by spreading awareness, donating to these organizations and
reporting on populations through apps like eBird. Though birding is
simple, straightforward and relaxing, it can aid bird conservation
immensely. I hope you take it up as a hobby and participate in
environment protection initiatives, so that vulnerable species like the
Sarus don’t face the threat of endangerment & extinction.  

by Zoya Gupta, Grade 9, Dhirubhai Ambani International School 

1 - Brazil
2 - Trophic
3 - Habitat

4 - Competition
5 - Biome

6 - Ecosystem
7 - Breeding
8 - Extinction
9 - Predators

10 - Niche
11 - Biotechnology
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Sunday, 22nd April,
3021 A.D.

Dearest Diary,
 

My day began with a real travesty. My home-to-school wormhole stopped working, so I was forced to
take the hyperloop. Imagine that! What time period are we in, the Middle Ages? Nonetheless, I’m
pleased to report that today’s holographic school was quite enjoyable. As you know, we’re studying
human history this semester. Literal pain. Who cares about the apocalyptic wars of the 21st century,
or the 22nd century global dominance of Gabon? 

Thankfully today’s learning objective was a tad more appealing. We would be going to a pre-22nd
century human history museum, to see how the humans of those times lived their lives. I truly felt as if
I was in a different life, in a simpler time. One section that grabbed my attention was the “paper”
section. Its rather fascinating that these thin cellulose sheets allowed for information dissemination.
These little things do make me question whether the tree purge of 2256 was necessary. 

Moving on from the paper, the way the 21st century people dressed was astounding. None of that
blue jumpsuit we all wear nowadays; each piece of clothing was a fashion statement. Don’t get me
wrong, I'm grateful to live in the 31st century, but sometimes I do wish I could go back in time. A time
where the Earth had the optimum temperature for cotton, and cows could be farmed for leather. 

Before leaving, a fancy caught my eye – ecosystem. A portmanteau of the words eco and system, from
my understanding it describes the non-human living things in a particular region. Seeing recreations
of the tiger and deer frolicking with each other and play with the squirrel fills my heart with longing.
The interplay of humans with nature would have truly been beautiful. 

I really didn’t want to leave the museum, but time was running out and I knew they had killed
10210811111497  and 1029711711097  for staying past curfew. It’s ironic to see humans desperately
recreate Earth's fauna after having been the ones to have destroyed it. In the words of the great
environmentalist Great Thunberg, “Nor does hardly anyone ever mention that we are in the midst of
the sixth mass extinction, with about 200 species going extinct every single day.” And truly, when
humanity woke up, it was too late.

In other news, oxygen prices reached an all time high, and with the closure of the hydrolysis plant my
dad may be out of a job. We may have to survive on unbranded oxygen and food injections for a while
now, but I guess it’ll be fine. You know what they say, as long as you have a sleeping bag, a container
of oxygen and injectable food, you will not die. 

Best, 
Human 65 100 105 116 121 97

 

8

Dear Diary



TYGER

Tyger Tyger, burning bright, 
In the forests of the night; 
What immortal hand or eye, 
Could frame thy fearful symmetry?

In what distant deeps or skies. 
Burnt the fire of thine eyes?
On what wings dare he aspire?
What the hand, dare seize the fire?

And what shoulder, & what art,
Could twist the sinews of thy heart?
And when thy heart began to beat,
What dread hand? & what dread feet?

What the hammer? what the chain, 
In what furnace was thy brain?
What the anvil? what dread grasp, 
Dare its deadly terrors clasp! 

When the stars threw down their spears 
And water'd heaven with their tears: 
Did he smile his work to see?
Did he who made the Lamb make thee?

Tyger Tyger burning bright, 
In the forests of the night: 
What immortal hand or eye,
Dare frame thy fearful symmetry?

~ William Blake 

CAN YOU IDENTIFY THE TIGER??
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Malayan
Tiger

Sumatran
Tiger

Indo-Chinese
Tiger

South China
Tiger

Amur
Tiger

Bengal     Tiger



BIODIVERSITY AND HEALTH
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By Drishti Agarwal, Grade 9,
Dhirubhai Ambani

International School



“Environmentalists are idiots who have no clue what the science actually says. All
they do is hold whiny protests and get clean nuclear plants shut down ‘cause they
have nothing better to do. Feel free to try changing my mind.” 
-Anonymous 12th Grader 
  
Firstly, I shall refer to the author of this magnificently facetious submission to this newsletter
as Sir Anon, because he most definitely has earned that degree of honour and reverence.
Now, let me try changing his mind.  
  
Sir Anon, you talk about science. So let me tell you “what the science actually says.” The
planet's average surface temperature has risen about 2.12 degrees Fahrenheit since the late
19th century, a change driven largely by increased carbon dioxide emissions into the
atmosphere and other human activities. Consequently, several animal species are
disappearing 114 times faster than they should be. This is not me, just another
environmentalist idiot, talking, but your dear science.  Climate change affects many of the
social and environmental determinants of health – clean air, safe drinking water, sufficient
food, and secure shelter. Between 2030 and 2050, climate change is expected to cause
approximately 250 000 additional deaths per year, from malnutrition, malaria, diarrhea, and
heat stress. Again, all credits to science. By 2100, it's estimated our oceans will be one to four
feet higher, threatening coastal systems and low-lying areas, including entire island nations
and the world's largest cities, including New York, Los Angeles, and Mumbai. Yes. This is what
science says.  
  
I do concede that the second part of your quote holds some truth. Yes, there genuinely is
"nothing better to do" than trying to save the planet. It is the noblest of all tasks that will
benefit not just me, but you and your children too.  
  
In all sincerity, I do understand that this quote was meant as a humorous play. But let me ask
you something. Would you joke at your mother’s funeral? I highly doubt it. Well then, Mother
Earth’s funeral is on the brink. I beseech you to stop joking and start taking action. It is the
only path to salvation as well as survival.  
  
Yours truly, 
Samiksh Jain, Chief Editor. 
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Addressing Grievances 



NATURE'S SWANSONGs
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A SPECIALLY CURATED PLAYLIST FOR YOU



MEET THE TEAM

Contact us at:          _ecospeak_   

          ecospeakDAIS@gmail.com
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