
E N V I R O N M E N T A L I S ME N V I R O N M E N T A L I S ME N V I R O N M E N T A L I S M

ROUND SQAURE
ROUND UP
I S S U E  0 3  



R O U N D  S Q U A R E  P I L L A R  O F  T H E  M O N T HR O U N D  S Q U A R E  P I L L A R  O F  T H E  M O N T H

S t u d e n t s  l e a r n  a b o u t  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  t e n d i n g  t o  t h e  f u t u r e  o f  t h e  p l a n e t .  T h e y  a n d  t h e i r
s c h o o l s  d e m o n s t r a t e  a n  a c t i v e  i n t e r e s t  i n  –  a n d  c o n c e r n  f o r  –  a l l  n a t u r a l  e n v i r o n m e n t s .



T h r o u g h  d e f i n i n g  a n d  p r o m o t i n g  a  S p i r i t  o f  E n v i r o n m e n t a l i s m ,  R o u n d  S q u a r e  s c h o o l s  c r e a t e

o p p o r t u n i t i e s  b o t h  w i t h i n  a n d  o u t s i d e  t h e  c u r r i c u l u m  f o r  s t u d e n t s  t o  e x p l o r e  p r o v e n  p r o b l e m s  a n d
t o  p l a y  a  p r a c t i c a l  r o l e  i n  t a c k l i n g  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  i s s u e s .



A  s p i r i t  o f  e n v i r o n m e n t a l i s m  i s  a b o u t  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  m a n k i n d ’ s  p l a c e  i n  t h e  u n i v e r s e ,  t h e  f o r c e s

t h a t  s h a p e  o u r  s u r r o u n d i n g s  a n d  t h e  i m p a c t  w e  h a v e  o n  t h o s e  s u r r o u n d i n g s .  A  s y s t e m s - b a s e d
a p p r e c i a t i o n  o f  t h e  i n t e r d e p e n d e n c e  b e t w e e n  h u m a n  b e i n g s  a n d  t h e  p l a n e t  h i g h l i g h t s  t h e  f i n e

b a l a n c e  n e e d e d  t o  m a k e  t h a t  r e l a t i o n s h i p  a  h e a l t h y  o n e .



I n  a d d i t i o n ,  m i n d f u l n e s s  i n  c o n n e c t i n g  w i t h  t h e  s u r r o u n d i n g  w o r l d  u n d e r p i n s  a  p e a c e  a n d  e a s e
w i t h  n a t u r a l  c y c l e s .  T h i s  c r e a t e s  a  c o n n e c t e d  a p p r e c i a t i o n  f o r  t h e  b e a u t y ,  c o m p l e x i t y  a n d
f r a g i l i t y  o f  t h e  e n v i r o n m e n t  w h i c h  o f t e n  i n s p i r e s  c r e a t i v e  e x p r e s s i o n  –  l a n d s c a p e  p a i n t i n g ,

p h o t o g r a p h y ,  p o e t r y ,  c r e a t i v e  w r i t i n g .
A  p e r s o n  l i v i n g  o u t  a  s p i r i t  o f  E n v i r o n m e n t a l i s m  t a k e s  p r a c t i c a l  a c t i o n  i n  t a c k l i n g  i s s u e s  o f

s u s t a i n a b i l i t y .  T h e y  q u e s t i o n  a n d  c h a l l e n g e  a n y  p r a c t i c e s  t h a t  i m p a c t  n e g a t i v e l y  o n  t h e
e n v i r o n m e n t .  T h e y  s e e k  s o l u t i o n s  a n d  m a k e  s u g g e s t i o n s  a s  t o  h o w  p r a c t i c e s  c a n  b e  i m p r o v e d ,  a n d

c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  t h e  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  i m p a c t  o f  e v e r y - d a y  a c t i v i t y  i s  s e c o n d - n a t u r e .



A n  a c t i v e  i n t e r e s t  i n ,  a n d  c o n c e r n  f o r ,  a l l  e n v i r o n m e n t s  d e v e l o p s  a w a r e n e s s  a n d  u n d e r s t a n d i n g
k n o w n  i s s u e s .  T h i s  l e a d s  t o  a  r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  t e n d i n g  t o  t h e  f u t u r e  o f  t h e

p l a n e t ,  p r o t e c t i n g  a n d  p r e s e r v i n g  t h r e a t e n e d  h a b i t a t s  a n d  c r e a t i n g  s u s t a i n a b l e  c o m m u n i t i e s .
U l t i m a t e l y ,  t h r o u g h  d i s c o v e r i n g  a  s p i r i t  o f  e n v i r o n m e n t a l i s m ,  e a c h  y o u n g  p e r s o n  a c c e p t s  a n d

p r e p a r e s  f o r  t h e i r  d e s t i n y  t o  b e  a  f u t u r e  g u a r d i a n  o f  h u m a n  s o c i e t y  a n d  t h e  g l o b a l  e n v i r o n m e n t .

F r o m  w w w . r o u n d s q u a r e . o r gF r o m  w w w . r o u n d s q u a r e . o r g



Earth Day at DAIS!Earth Day at DAIS!
A s  e v e r y  y e a r ,  t h e  e n t i r e  s c h o o l  r e f r e s h e s  i t s  p l e d g e  t o w a r d s  p r o t e c t i n g  t h e
e n v i r o n m e n t  t h r o u g h  a  s e r i e s  o f  c a p t i v a t i n g  a w a r e n s s  b u i l d i n g  a n d  a c t i o n
o r i e n t e d  a c t i v i t i e s .  T h i s  y e a r  w e  c h o s e  t o  r e v i v e  t h e  t h e m e  t h a t  r e q u i r e d
i m m e d i a t e  a t t e n t i o n  a n d  a c t i o n .  T h e  t h e m e  w a s  ‘ 3 R  P a p e r  M a n a g e m e n t ’ -
r e c y c l i n g  a n d  r e u s i n g .  O n  t h e  2 2 n d  o f  A p r i l ,  t h e  d a y  s t a r t e d  o u t  w i t h  t h e
E a r t h  D a y  p l a n n i n g  t e a m  w e l c o m i n g  t h e  i n c o m i n g  s t u d e n t s  a n d  t e a c h e r s  w i t h  a
m e s m e r i s i n g  E a r t h  D a y  s o n g .  T h e  s i n g e r s  w e l c o m e d  t h e  s t u d e n t s  a n d  s t a f f
w i t h  a  m e s s a g e  t o  s a v e  t h e  e n v i r o n m e n t .  T h e y  a l s o  h e l d  p o s t e r s  m a d e  o n
r e c y c l e d  p a p e r  d i s p l a y i n g  i m p o r t a n t  m e s s a g e s  f o r  E a r t h  D a y .  S i m i l a r  p o s t e r s
w e r e  a l s o  p u t  u p  a r o u n d  t h e  s c h o o l  t o  c e l e b r a t e  E a r t h  D a y .  T h e  s c h o o l  p r a y e r
w a s  f o l l o w e d  b y  a  m e s s a g e  b y  o u r  c u b  c a p t a i n s  w h o  d e l i v e r e d  a  c o m p e l l i n g
m e s s a g e ,  t h r o u g h  t h e  P A  s y s t e m ,  f o r  e a c h  o n e  o f  u s  t o  s t e p s  t o w a r d s  s a v i n g
t h e  e n v i r o n m e n t .

S t u d e n t s  f r o m  m i d d l e  s c h o o l  h a d  p u t  u p  a  s p e c i a l  a s s e m b l y ,  h i g h l i g h t i n g  t h e
c u r r e n t  a p t h a y  t o w a r d s  t h e  e n v i r o n m e n t .  I n  a  h u m o r o u s  p l a y ,  t h e y  e x p l a i n e d
h o w  t h e  E a r t h  w a s  s o  m u c h  c l e a n e r  a n d  b e t t e r  w h e n  h u m a n s  w e r e  l o c k e d  u p
i n s i d e  t h e i r  h o m e s  d u r i n g  t h e  p a n d e m i c .  P o r t r a y e d  t h r o u g h  c h a r a c t e r s
r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  E a r t h ,  O z o n e  l a y e r ,  C o v i d  v i r u s ,  M a n g r o v e s ,  a n d  h u m a n s ,  t h e
a c t o r s  s e n t  o u t  a  s t r o n g  m e s s a g e  o n  h o w  c o l l e c t i v e  a c t i o n  c a n  b r i n g  a b o u t
c h a n g e s  t h a t  c a n  h e l p  a r r e s t  t h e  n e g a t i v e  e f f e c t s  o f  c l i m a t e  c h a n g e .  T h e
a s s e m b l y  e n d e d  w i t h  S r i y a  B o d a p a t i  a n d  D h r u v  B h a l l a  a d d r e s s i n g  t h e  s t u d e n t s
a b o u t  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  t a k i n g  c a r e  o f  t h e  E a r t h  a n d  w a s t e  p a p e r
m a n a g e m e n t .

T h e  a w a r e n e s s  b u i l d i n g  p r o g r a m  w a s  c a r r i e d  o u t  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  s c h o o l  b y
s t u d e n t  v o l u n t e e r s  f r o m  g r a d e s  7 ,  8 A  a n d  Y r  1 1 .  S t u d e n t  v o l u n t e e r s  v i s i t e d
e v e r y  c l a s s  f r o m  L K G  t o  g r a d e  8  a n d  c o n d u c t e d  s e s s i o n s ,  d i s c u s s i o n s  a n d
a c t i v i t i e s  e n g a g i n g  e v e r y  c h i l d  i n  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h e  n e e d  f o r  a c t i o n .  T h e
s e s s i o n s  i n c l u d e d  a c t i v i t i e s  t h a t  e n c o u r a g e d  r e f l e c t i o n s  a n d  r e f l e c t i o n s .
S t u d e n t s  p l a y e d  a n  i n f o r m a t i v e  v i d e o  t o  r a i s e  a w a r e n e s s  a b o u t
e n v i r o n m e n t a l i s m .
T h e  s t u d e n t s  d i s c u s s e d  h o w  t h e y  c o u l d  m a k e  s o m e  l i f e s t y l e  c h a n g e s  t h r o u g h
i n d i v i d u a l  a c t i o n s  a n d  c o n t r i b u t e  t o  c o m b a t i n g  c l i m a t e  c h a n g e .  T h e
d i s c u s s i o n s  c o v e r e d  m a n y  t o p i c s  l i k e  c l i m a t e  c h a n g e ,  e n v i r o n m e n t a l i s m ,  t h e
i m p o r t a n c e  o f  d o i n g  o u r  p a r t  a n d  w a s t e  p a p e r  m a n a g e m e n t .  S t u d e n t s  g r o u p s
p r o d u c e d  f e a s i b l e ,  c r e a t i v e ,  a n d  i n n o v a t i v e  i d e a s  a n d  s o l u t i o n s  a b o u t  b o t h
w a s t e  p a p e r  m a n a g e m e n t  a n d  r e d u c i n g  t h e  u s e  o f  p a p e r  i n  s c h o o l  a s  w e l l  a s  a t
h o m e .  T h e  i d e a s  c r e a t e d  b y  t h e  a w a r n e s s  s e s s i o n s  w e r e  p r a c t i c a l  a n d
e f f e c t i v e .  S o m e  o f  t h e s e  i d e a s  i n c l u d e d  u s i n g  p a p e r  m a d e  f r o m  s u s t a i n a b l e
m a t e r i a l s  s u c h  a s  e l e p h a n t  d u n g  o r  o n i o n  s k i n ,  u s i n g  o l d  n o t e b o o k s  f o r  r o u g h
p a p e r ,  c r e a t i n g  n e w  n o t e b o o k s  o u t  o f  l o o s e  s h e e t s  a n d  e m p t y  p a g e s  a n d
s e v e r a l  m o r e .   

D u r i n g  b r e a k  t i m e  s t u d e n t s  f r o m  m i d d l e  s c h o o l  a n d  g r a d e  9  s a n g  a  r a p  s o n g  i n
a l l  f a c u l t y  r o o m s  w i t h  a  m e s s a g e  t o  s a v e  r e s o u r c e s  b y  r e d u c i n g  u s e  o f  p a p e r
a s  w e l l  a s  t u r n i n g  o f f  e l e c t r i c a l  a p p l i a n c e s  i n  r o o m s ,  w h e n  n o t  i n  u s e .  



Earth Day at DAIS!Earth Day at DAIS!
S t u d e n t s  c o n t i n u e d  t o  e n g a g e  i n  E a r t h  D a y  r e l a t e d  a c t i v i t i e s  t h r o u g h  m u s i c
a n d  a r t  c l a s s e s .  S o n g  a b o u t  r e c y c l i n g ,  g a r b a g e  s e g r e g a t i o n ,  c o n s e r v a t i o n  o f
r e s o u r c e s  w e r e  t a u g h t  i n  , m u s i c  c l a s s ,  w h i l e  i n  t h e  a r t  c l a s s e s  s t u d e n t s
w o r k e d  w i t h  r e c y c l e d  p a p e r  a n d  c r e a t e d  p a p e r  m a c h e    a r t w o r k

S t u d e n t s  p a i n t e d  a n d  d e c o r a t e d  b o x e s  t o  c o l l e c t  t h e  w a s t e  p a p e r .  T h e s e  w a s t e
p a p e r  c o l l e c t i o n  b o x e s  w e r e  p l a c e d  i n  e a c h  c l a s s .  S t u d e n t s  w e r e  g u i d e d  t o
d e p o s i t  w a s t e  p a p e r  i n  t h e s e  b o x e s ,  f o r  r e u s i n g  a n d  a n d  r e c y c l y i n g .  S t u d e n t s
p l e d g e d  t o  r e u s e  t h e  r e c y c l e  b o x  f o r  r o u g h  w o r k  a n d  n o t e s  e t c  n o t  o n l y  i n
s c h o o l  b u t  a l s o  a t  t h e i r  h o m e s .

A n  o v e r a l l ,  s u c c e s s f u l  i n i t i a t i v e  t h a t  m a d e  s t u d e n t s  a n d  t e a c h e r s  f e e l
r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  e n v i r o n e m n t  a n d  m a k e  c h a n g e s  t o  g o  g r e e n !  

" C o n t r i b u t i n g  t o  c h a n g e  i n  t h e  s c h o o l
s e t u p  b y  s p r e a d i n g  a w a r e n e s s  a b o u t

e v e r y d a y  t h i n g s  w e  c a n  d o  t o  l i m i t
p a p e r  u s a g e  w a s  a  f u l f i l l i n g  w a y  o f

g i v i n g  b a c k  t o  D A I S .  I n t e r a c t i n g  w i t h
L K G  a s  w e l l  a s  n e w  s t u d e n t s  i n  P r e -

8 t h  a l l o w e d  f o r  a  c o l l e c t i o n  o f
p e r s p e c t i v e s  o n  t h e  s a m e  p l a g u i n g

i s s u e "  -  V i v a a n  T u r a k h i a

" C r e a t i n g  h a n d m a d e  p o s t e r s  a n d
h o s t i n g  a  s e s s i o n  f o r  t h e  s e c o n d

g r a d e  w a s  t r u l y  a n  a m a z i n g
e x p e r i e n c e .  H e a r i n g  e a c h  s t u d e n t  b e

s o  i n t e r a c t i v e  a n d  t a l k  w i t h  p r i d e
a b o u t  h a v i n g  t h e i r  o w n  p l a n t s  t o  t a k e
c a r e  o f  a l l o w e d  t h e  t r u e  m e s s a g e  o f

e a r t h  d a y  s h i n e  t h r o u g h . " -  A r y a h i
A g a r w a l



Earth Day at DAIS!Earth Day at DAIS!



Earth Day atEarth Day at
DAIS!DAIS!



DAIS Leadership SeriesDAIS Leadership Series

M S .  M O N I S H AM S .  M O N I S H A
  N A R K EN A R K E

During her talk, she addressed students from grades 6 - 12, discussing sustainable ways to
live. She spoke about her start up and her journey to establishing RUR Greenlife, as well as
the process and work that the company does. She provided students with examples of ways
they can lead a more sustainable life and help the people around them do so too. Since the
students live in a city, together with our speaker they came up with ways to implement
sustainable living solutions in their buildings, like compost bins, segregation of their waste and
building a supply of fresh fruits and vegetables that residents can grow themselves in their
buildings. She also asked thought provoking questions like what the students and teachers
attending would like to see in their city and what changes they can make, and provided the
students with a glimpse of what her next project would include.

Ms. Monisha Narke join us as part of the Leadership Series on the 5th of May, 2022. Ms.
Narke is the Founder and CEO of RUR Greenlife (RUR: Are you reducing , reusing , recycling).
An environmentalist, she founded RUR Greenlife. with a vision to create eco conscious
citizens. She has designed an innovative aerobic biocomposter which has Indian Patent and
GreenPro certified by Indian Green Building Council. The technology won Bronze Excellence
award on international platform by SWANA ( solid waste association of North America). With
over 100 Decentralised waste management projects across India,RUR recycles 500 tonnes of
biodegradable waste into compost annually. The RUR flagship program Go Green with Tetra
Pak, a collaborative initiative to recycle Tetra pak cartons in retail, was recognized by Limca
Book of Records. She is passionate about providing innovative solutions to maximise recycling
of waste to a resource.

Ms. Narke's talk provided a great conclusion to the celebrations of Earth Day at DAIS.
She helped students discover new and innovative ways to live sustainably. Students
spoke to her about  the discussions they had with the Earth Day volunteers  regarding
ways that they can help contribute to saving the environment, and she helped broaden
their ideas and find small but impactful steps that each student could take toward a
more sustainable life. 



B Y  A R I S H K A  B E T A D P U R ,  7 A

Some concrete steps towards sustainability
include harnessing renewable sources of energy
(such as solar, wind, hydro-electric and
biomass); recycling of metals (such as minerals,
iron and steel); strongly advocating selectively
logging of tress and crop rotation.

Being mindful while connecting with our
surrounding world creates a connected
appreciation for the beauty, complexity and
fragility of the environment, which often inspires
creative expression (landscape painting,
photography, poetry, creative writing).

As a person living out a spirit of
Environmentalism, over the last weekend, I took
my first baby steps of practical action, to tackle
one aspect of ‘sustainability’, to make a small
difference, by participating in a “clean-up at
Juhu beach, Mumbai”.

Early Sunday morning, armed with gloves and
masks, we picked up plastic waste (single-use
plastic bottles, plastic wrappers and covers,
etc.) and segregated it for effective
disposal/reuse (handed over to new-age
entrepreneurs, who will use it make eco-friendly
products).  

These 3+ hours were an eye-opening experience.
I for one, returned home with small sense of
accomplishment and a strong resolve to devote
more of my weekends, for such activities leading
to sustainable living. 

Going forward, I wish to seek solutions/make
suggestions/improve practices. On a personal
note, be more mindful and have greater
consideration for the environmental impact of my
everyday activities, as I prepare to be a future
guardian of human society and the global
environment.

A R T I C L E SA R T I C L E S   
The Spirit Of
Environmentalism

With ‘Earth Day’ just round the corner, it is
fitting that we are focusing on the Round
Square IDEALS of the ‘Environmentalism’, which
encourages us to develop a better
understanding of our place on Earth, the forces
that shape our surroundings and the impact our
actions have on the environment.

The theme for Earth Day (April 22) this year 
 was 'Waste paper management', which
beautifully resonates with the Round Square
IDEALS of the importance of tending to the
future of the Planet Earth by conserving our
limited resources

For me, the starting point is understanding the
difference between “green” and “sustainable”.
While both these terms point to environmental
awareness and preserving natural resources,
"green" is limited to environmental health, while
"sustainable" takes the notion of ‘green’ to the
next level, and challenges us to look deeper.

Sustainability is a systems-based appreciation
of the interdependence between human beings
and the planet, encompassing environmental
health, economic vitality and social benefits,
while highlighting the fine balance needed to
make that relationship a healthy one.

Simply put, environmental sustainability is
responsibly interacting with the planet, to allow
the maintenance of long-term quality of our
limited natural resources. As inhabitants of the
planet, our actions should be mindful, so as to
not jeopardize the ability for future generations
to meet their own needs.



Birds fluttering, rabbits frolicking, trees swaying. The warm sunlight gently penetrating the
foliage, offering an ethereal glow to the serene backdrop of unending green. A circle of life
maintained by a delicate balance between predator and prey. An imperfect perfection, but
one that cannot last. The divine hand comes crashing down, trembling the earth and
decimating all who breathe on it. The paradise is razed, the utopia ceases its existence and
the once pristine fragment of nature turns grey, yet another addition to the concrete jungle. 
This grim scenario becomes reality for about five million hectares of forest cover each year,
due to deforestation alone (for the westernized readers, that’s over nine million football
fields). Such travesties, coupled with further aggravations against nature and nature’s
subsequent assaults against us, lead to a justified call by concerned and educated
laypeople to save our planet from ruin – therein lies the birth of environmentalism. To an
extent, sympathies do lie with these environmentalists in defending our Earth. Hell hath no
fury like a woman scorned, and our neglect of mother continues to lead to devastating
catastrophes at an ever-increasing frequency. Sweltering heatwaves, frigid snowstorms,
ravaging floods and decimating droughts are all proof of this – mother nature is irate, and
it’s evident. 

Notwithstanding the significance of the aforementioned, the mere existence of
environmentalism begs the question – what impact does it truly have in saving a dying
planet? Is it a movement with a genuine capacity for driving change - an acorn of hope,
rising into a towering oak? Or is it a doomed and misguided endeavour from the start? How
can one save the environment in a mere few decades, when humans have spent over two
centuries using it as their personal cornucopia? 

The difficult truth to accept here is that there exists no clear-cut answer to these questions.
As much as society has a burning desire to see positive change, the reality remains that
modern civilisation hinges on the exploitation of nature. Living in a consumerist society,
luxury takes precedence over sustainability – a sad state of affairs, but one that is universally
true nonetheless. And it is this elite, consumerist crowd with their leather recliners and
plastic cups filled with the finest of coffee, that propagate environmentalism from the cosy
confines of their homes. Armchair activism in the truest sense of the word. Contrast this with
the underprivileged who live from pay check to pay check, if not daily wages. Villagers with
no access to electricity, relying on what meagre facilities the government can scrounge to
provide. Does environmentalism hold relevance to them? To put it simply, the environment is
a first-world problem concerning the elite and preoccupying them with the false notion of
positively contributing to society, all the while they being the problem themselves. By
decrying unsustainable practices, they engage in finger-pointing, armchair activism and an
all-around futile engagement, working against significant contribution towards protecting
the environment. 
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With that said, one cannot discount the few who genuinely walk the talk, driving the change
they want to see. Can these environmentalists make any relevant change to the
environment? To divine this question’s answer is a tricky one, and it strikes straight at the
heart of the causes behind environmental degradation. Studies show that just 100 fossil fuel
corporations account for 71% of global greenhouse gas emissions since 1982. With this in
mind, what can environmentally aware choices of individuals do against the wanton
corporate razing of our planet? A single person’s choice to install solar panels will hardly
make a dent on the fossil fuel industry’s profits. Nor will said person’s choice to go vegan
force the rancher to close down shop. A single person, or even a group of such persons
together, cannot realistically make a lasting impact through environmentalist choices alone.

Thus far, the battle for our planet’s soul has been dark, and I’m certain what you have read
in the previous minute or so has not helped. However, it is not my intention to leave you, dear
reader, with such a pessimistic view of the world. To this end, how can an arguable, valid
case for environmentalism be made? Well for starters, simply comprehending the cause for
which one fights for can be sufficient. The environment need not necessarily be the vast
vales of Danum, or the melting icecaps of a land you shall never once visit. It can simply be
your community, the land and its inhabitants with which you interact daily. Rather than
recognize the futility regarding the afforestation of the amazon rainforest, try planting some
trees in your backyard. Rather than worry about the gaping ozone hole over the arctic,
maybe go green with your bicycle. This may not change the world, but little choices do go a
long way in shaping local communities and by extension, a better place for you to live in.

Of course, this is not the only way to make a change. Environmentalism can be pursued
through appealing to higher powers. Ensuring the environment is not forgotten, and is an
agenda on a city council’s list. Ensuring that the congressman standing in as your candidate
in the government maintains the environment as an agenda for discussion. And ensuring that
environmental promises are followed through, by constant badgering at different
administrative levels, both micro and macro. 

To conclude, I say this – the environment, as it stands in the present, may not be a concern to
you and me, with our decadent lifestyle. It may not be a concern to the daily wage labourer
after they return home from a hard day’s work. It may not be a concern to the government,
ever engaged in its megalomania. It may not be a concern to the fossil fuel industry, with
their primary concerns forever to remain profit-making. Nevertheless, while we may all
remain carefree today, we may not have the liberty tomorrow. As such, environmentalism,
despite its shortcomings and dangers, remains the most prudent course of action. 

E n v i r o n m e n t a l i s m !
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I n d i a  i s  w i t n e s s i n g  a  s h i f t  i n  m o b i l i t y  t r e n d s  w i t h  m o r e  a n d  m o r e
c o n s u m e r s  e x p r e s s i n g  i n t e r e s t  i n  e l e c t r i f i e d  a n d  h y b r i d  v e h i c l e s ,  a s
p e r  D e l o i t t e ’ s  G l o b a l  A u t o m o t i v e  C o n s u m e r  S t u d y  2 0 2 2 .

O v e r  a  t h i r d  o f  I n d i a n  c o n s u m e r s  h a v e  e x p r e s s e d  i n t e r e s t  i n
e l e c t r i f i e d  a n d  h y b r i d  v e h i c l e s ,  a s  t h e  s e g m e n t  s e t s  s t e a m  w i t h
I n d i a ’ s  f o c u s  o n  e n v i r o n m e n t  f r i e n d l y ,  s e l f - m a n u f a c t u r e d  a n d
s u s t a i n a b l e  s o l u t i o n s  p o s t  p a n d e m i c ,  a s  p e r  t h e  f i n d i n g s  o f  t h e
a n n u a l  r e p o r t .

A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  s t u d y ,  5 9  p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  I n d i a n  c o n s u m e r s  w e r e
c o n c e r n e d  a b o u t  c l i m a t e  c h a n g e ,  p o l l u t i o n  l e v e l s  a n d
g a s o l i n e / d i e s e l  v e h i c l e s  e m i s s i o n s ,  i n d i c a t i n g  t h a t  c o n s u m e r s
i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  e l e c t r i c  v e h i c l e s  ( E V s )  i s  d u e  t o  t h e  p e r c e p t i o n  o f
l o w e r  f u e l  c o s t s ,  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  c o n s c i o u s n e s s ,  a n d  a  b e t t e r  d r i v i n g
e x p e r i e n c e .

T h e  p u s h  f o r  g r e e n  m o b i l i t y  i n  t h e  U n i o n  B u d g e t  w i t h  f o c u s  o n
b a t t e r y  s w a p p i n g  a n d  c h a r g i n g  i n f r a s t r u c t u r e  h a s  a l s o  a i d e d  t h e
i n t e r e s t  i n  g r e e n  m o b i l i t y ,  i t  s a i d .
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O v e r  a  t h i r d  o f  I n d i a n  c o n s u m e r s  h a v e  e x p r e s s e d  i n t e r e s t  i n
e l e c t r i f i e d  a n d  h y b r i d  v e h i c l e s ,  a s  t h e  s e g m e n t  s e t s  s t e a m  w i t h
I n d i a ’ s  f o c u s  o n  e n v i r o n m e n t  f r i e n d l y ,  s e l f - m a n u f a c t u r e d  a n d
s u s t a i n a b l e  s o l u t i o n s  p o s t  p a n d e m i c ,  a s  p e r  t h e  f i n d i n g s  o f  t h e
a n n u a l  r e p o r t .



G o d ’ s  g i f t  t o  M a n k i n d  i s  E a r t h ’ s  e t h e r e a l  b e a u t y ,   
T o  s a f e g u a r d  i t  i s  o u r  s o l e m n  d u t y !
  
W e  s h o u l d  c u r t a i l  p o l l u t i o n  c a u s e d  b y  i n d u s t r i a l i s a t i o n ,
 I t ’ s  b e t t e r  f o r  u s ,  t h e  s o o n e r  w e  g e t  t h a t  r e a l i s a t i o n !
 
N o  m o r e  g r o u n d s  l i t t e r e d  w i t h  c r u s h e d  b o t t l e s  a n d  p i e c e s  o f  g l a s s ,  
N o  m o r e  d i r t y  p l a s t i c  w r a p p e r s  s t r e w n  o n  t h e  p i c t u r e s q u e  g r a s s !
 
L e t ’ s  n o t  h u r t  M o t h e r  E a r t h  b y  c u t t i n g  d o w n  t r e e s ,
 T h e y  b e s e e c h  u s ,  ‘ D o n ’ t  c u t  u s  p l e a s e ! ’  
 
I f  w e  w e r e  t o  b a n  a l l  s i n g l e  u s e  p l a s t i c ,
I t s  e f f e c t  o n  m a r i n e  l i f e ,  w i l l  b e  p r o f o u n d l y  f a n t a s t i c !
 
O n  S o l a r ,  H y d r o  a n d  W i n d  e n e r g y  w e  s h o u l d  a l l  a g r e e ,  
A n d  b r e a t h e  c r i s p ,  p r i s t i n e  a i r  w i t h  g l e e !
 
‘ B o o m ,  B a n g ’  f i r e c r a c k e r s  c a u s e  e x c e p t i o n a l  n o i s e ,  
T h e  p e a c e  a n d  t r a n q u i l l i t y  t h e y  d e s t r o y !
 
D e f o r e s t a t i o n  c a n  d o  u s  c o p i o u s  h a r m ,
I t  m a k e s  e a r t h ’ s  v e r d a n t  b e a u t y  l o s e  i t s  c h a r m .
 
T o  t h e  g l o r i o u s  t u n e  o f  n a t u r e ,  f l o w e r s  a n d  t r e e s  s i n g ,  
 I m m e a s u r a b l e  m e r r i m e n t  t o  t h e  b i r d s  a n d  a n i m a l s  t h e y  b r i n g !

A  c l e a n  e a r t h  g u s h e s  l i k e  a  n e w  b r i d e ,  
A n d  c a r r i e s  i t s e l f  w i t h  a  p e a c o c k ’ s  p r i d e .
 
T h e  e a r t h  i s  e n c o m p a s s e d  i n  a  l u s h  g r e e n  a n d  s p a r k l i n g  b l u e  c a r p e t ,  
C o n s e r v i n g  t h i s  h e a v e n l y  v i e w  s h o u l d  b e  o u r  s o l i t a r y  t a r g e t !

K N O W  T H E  R E A LK N O W  T H E  R E A L
W O R T H  O F  T H E  E A R T HW O R T H  O F  T H E  E A R T H
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C O M M U N I T I E S  W I T H  M I N E C R A F T  
I n  F e b r u a r y  2 0 2 2 ,  I  p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  a  M i n e c r a f t  B u i l d  C h a l l e n g e
w h e r e  t h e  t o p i c  w a s ,  “ S u s t a i n a b l e  a n d  A t t a i n a b l e  L i v i n g ” .  S u s t a i n a b l e
l i v i n g  i s  t h e  p r a c t i c e  o f  r e d u c i n g  o u r  d e m a n d  f o r  n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s
b y  m a k i n g  s u r e  t h a t  w e  r e p l a c e  w h a t  w e  u s e  t o  t h e  b e s t  o f  o u r
a b i l i t y .   
I  d e s i g n e d  a  s u s t a i n a b l e  c o m m u n i t y  c a l l e d  “ C i r c l e  o f  L i f e ” ,
i n c o r p o r a t i n g  s e v e r a l  s u s t a i n a b l e  f e a t u r e s  i n  t h e  b u i l d i n g  m a t e r i a l s
u s e d  a n d  i n  t h e  w a y  e n e r g y  a n d  r e s o u r c e s  a r e  c o n s u m e d .  

C o m m u n i t y  G r e e n  H o u s e  t o  g r o w  f o o d  a l l  y e a r  a r o u n d  f i t t e d  w i t h
t r a n s p a r e n t  g l a s s  s o l a r  p a n e l s  f o r  h e a t i n g .  I t  h a s  i n s u l a t e d
s h e e p ’ s '  w o o l  l i n i n g  o n  t h e  f l o o r s  t o  k e e p  t h e  i n t e r i o r s  w a r m
n a t u r a l l y ,  c o m p o s t e r s  t o  p r o d u c e  o r g a n i c  f e r t i l i z e r .  

H o m e s  -  S u s t a i n a b l e  h o m e s  i n s i d e  t h e  c o m m u n i t y  h a v e  v e r t i c a l
c o l u m n s  w i t h  w a t e r  c i r c u l a t i n g  i n s i d e  t o  p r o d u c e  n a t u r a l  c o o l i n g ,
s o l a r  p a n e l s  o n  r o o f ,  a n d  a  c e n t r a l  c o u r t y a r d  f o r  n a t u r a l  l i g h t ,
v e n t i l a t i o n ,  r a i n w a t e r  h a r v e s t i n g  a n d  g a r d e n .  T h e  f l o o r s  h a v e  n a t u r a l
t e r r a c o t t a  t i l e s  f o r  c o o l i n g .  T h e  i n s p i r a t i o n  f o r  h o m e s  w i t h  c e n t r a l
c o u r t y a r d  c a m e  f r o m  t r a d i t i o n a l  h o u s e s  b u i l t  i n  K e r a l a

R e n e w a b l e  e n e r g y  c o m e s  f r o m  w i n d m i l l s ,  s o l a r  p a n e l s  o n  r o o f t o p s ,
b i o m a s s  e n e r g y  f r o m  f o o d  a n d  a n i m a l  w a s t e  f r o m  t h e  c o m m u n i t y
f a r m s .  
W a t e r  r e c y c l i n g  -  C a n a l s  w i t h  r e c y c l e d  w a t e r  f l o w  a r o u n d  t h e
c o m m u n i t y ,  g e t  f i l t e r e d  u s i n g  n a t u r a l  m e t h o d s  ( a d d i n g  f i s h  a n d
a q u a t i c  p l a n t s  f o r  f u r t h e r  n a t u r a l  p u r i f i c a t i o n ) .  T h i s  a l s o  a d d s
b e a u t y  t o  t h e  c o m m u n i t y  a n d  c o o l s  t h e  e n v i r o n m e n t .  

T h i s  p r o j e c t  p r o v i d e d  a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  s t u d y  a n d  l e a r n  f r o m
s u s t a i n a b l e  l i v i n g  p r a c t i c e s  p r e v a l e n t  i n  a n c i e n t  I n d i a  ( c o u r t y a r d
h o m e s ,  w a t e r  c o l u m n s  f o r  c o o l i n g ,  c a n a l s  w i t h  n a t u r a l  f i l t e r i n g  o f
w a t e r ) ,  u s e  o f  t e r r a c o t t a  a n d  u s i n g  m o d e r n  t e c h n o l o g y  l i k e
g r e e n h o u s e .  I t  h e l p e d  i n  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  w a y s  w e  c a n
e n s u r e  s u s t a i n a b i l i t y  b y  c h a n g i n g  t h e  w a y  w e  l i v e  a n d  c o n s u m e
r e s o u r c e s .  T h i s  p r o j e c t  h a s  a l s o  s h o w n  m e  t h e  i n f i n i t e  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  i n
M i n e c r a f t .  I t  g a v e  m e  g r e a t  s a t i s f a c t i o n  a n d  j o y  i n  s e e i n g  m y
i m a g i n a t i o n  t a k e  s h a p e  i n  t h e  M i n e c r a f t  w o r l d .  
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